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‘I am not a girl’ is yet another book for young kids, written
by a child /adult combo. The host of the webinar was a
bookshop. I thought it might be a self publish job, but no,
it’s been published by an arm of Macmillan Publishers.

The book is a very straightforward story of a young girl, aged anywhere between 5

and 9 as suggested by the drawings and the child author’s experience, and is

essentially a ‘coming out as transgender’ story.

The book is officially aimed at 3-6 year olds though.

The preview in Amazon gives almost the whole story if you’re interested in looking.

The notes at the back of the book, particularly the one from the mother of Maddox

and a suggested list of trans people the kids can look up, are very revealing. 

https://www.amazon.com/Im-Not-Girl-Transgender-Story/dp/0374310688

The illustration for the book was done by Dana Simpson, who naturally has quite a

‘brony’ following on his twitter account, which is as expected as he is the creator of
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the comic strip ‘Phoebe and her Unicorn’.

Simpson’s comic strip on the day I wrote this piece was of a little girl sticking her

fingers in cold soda and saying “I don’t have calluses on my fingers yet, I need to ice

them”.

Phoebe and Her Unicorn by Dana Simpson for August 08, 2020 | GoCo…
View the comic strip for Phoebe and Her Unicorn by cartoonist Dana Simpson
created August 08, 2020 available on GoComics.com

https://www.gocomics.com/phoebe-and-her-unicorn/2020/08/08

Tweeps long of this parish will remember the shocking photos of a ‘furry’ who had

had to have bilateral hand amputation, due to deliberately freezing his hands. This is

what the comic strip reminded me of. 

(I wish I didn’t know these things.)

Regardless the comic strip still depicts an act of deliberate self-harm and this is

simply grooming in plain sight.

Simpson has a contract with Nickelodeon. 

Nickelodeon Won Rights to Dana Simpson's Beloved Children's Comic…
Nickelodeon has won the rights to the beloved children's comic strip by Dana
Simpson, Phoebe and Her Unicorn, per Deadline. This announcement came after
both Nickelodeon and Viacom studio were compet…

https://television.mxdwn.com/news/nickelodeon-won-rights-to-dana-simpsons-beloved…

The adult author of the book Jess Verdi, has written several young adult fiction

books, this is her first for young children. Jess said that she was friends with Maddox

https://pbs.twimg.com/media/Ee5exqlWkAA59LC.png
https://www.gocomics.com/phoebe-and-her-unicorn/2020/08/08
https://www.gocomics.com/phoebe-and-her-unicorn/2020/08/08
https://television.mxdwn.com/news/nickelodeon-won-rights-to-dana-simpsons-beloved-childrens-comic-strip-phoebe-and-her-unicorn/
https://television.mxdwn.com/news/nickelodeon-won-rights-to-dana-simpsons-beloved-childrens-comic-strip-phoebe-and-her-unicorn/


and friends with Maddox’s mum. The idea for the book apparently came from

Maddox aged 9.

Maddox read the whole book out to us, it’s in first person. The main character doesn’t

like dressing up in girly things, says ‘I know girls are cool, I’m just not one’, tells their

mom and dad ‘I’m a boy’ and asks at the end ‘Can I get a haircut?’

That’s it. That’s the story.

The word ‘transgender’ is used in the book. 

Q&A was brief but revealing. 

Maddox, a 13 year old girl who identifies as a boy, was asked how she found the

courage to talk to her parents. Maddox responded that her therapist helped her.

Maddox said she wrote the book because she went to the library to find books for

trans boys and there weren’t any (she came out as TG when she was 9). Writing a

book about her story would help her transition.

Jess Verdi, the adult author, said she had a lot of experience in writing about LGBTQ

issues. She said that the transgender books currently available mostly address the

experience of trans girls and that the question trans boys are mentioned, but not

focussed on.

They also tend to be very girly books and therefore off-putting to trans boys. 

Then there was this question from a university lecturer who taught gender and

sexuality.

Jess responded that she and Maddox had worked on the book over a period of four

years and that she knew there would be an illustrator, and wanted the pictures to

communicate different things from the text.
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It was only about 20 people on the call, mainly adult women. 

One of the few men, or perhaps the only, a member of staff from the North Country

LGBTQ Resource Center, made this comment.

The host of the webinar, from the bookshop, said she wanted Max to read the

comment out and that when he did she thought she was going to cry. 

Max duly read the comment out.

Across the gallery of faces several started to contort, eyes welling up and mouths

creasing. 

One woman took herself off mute and told Maddox ‘you’ve been a big help’ in an

emotionally wrought voice.

0:00

Maddox is an LGBTQ advocate of course. 

How did Maddox cope with this love bombing? 

She looked uncomfortable, embarrassed and confused, and sadly I also think she

might have believed it a bit too.

Jess said that she knew some people would be opposed to the book (my terfiness

must have reached her by osmosis) and that we can’t let the haters stop it.
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Maddox answered a question about what age range was the book for. She felt that it

was for all ages. 

Jess immediately contradicted and said it was primarily for younger children and that

the next book would focus on social transitioning. *This* book was just about coming

out.

Maddox said it was important to have the word transgender in the book. 

The bookstore woman said that it was a wonderful book and read for all ages (yeah, it

really doesn’t). It was so powerful, she continued, that teens and adults might gain

something from reading it.

0:00

Jess said that she saw a review posted online (I think the one below) in which an

adult man had enjoyed reading the book. 

His favourite part of the book appears to be the notes at the back. I am not sure he’s

the full ticket tbh. 



https://www.youtube.com/embed/UBhd3Ra-87E

A teacher educator asked this question and Maddox responded that she sometimes

speaks to educators and ‘Everyone’s experience is different and I’m just a boy, er

yeah’.

Jess said it wasn’t everyone’s experience. Making it clear, yet again, that the book is

really her work.

The bookshop woman wanted to know if Maddox had any advice for other ‘LGBT

kiddos’?

Maddox said ‘be yourself’ and ‘find your community’. 

Ya-huh, said the bookshop woman, and sometimes you have to travel to find your

community, don’t you?

Jess said yes & that the character in the book travels to meet new people.

The gender and sexuality lecturer had a second question to ask Maddox, how can kids

be activists, and how can adults stay out of the picture.

Maddox responded ‘yeah I’m an advocate and this is my story’.
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• • •

Jess pitched in again to confirm that the book itself was a form of activism and raised

the spectre of the unnamed enemy of the book/ activism once again.

Maddox said she hoped sharing her story helps.

Cue more soppy smiles from the loony ladies on the call.

Jess gave a shout out to Dana Simpson, who was her first choice illustrator for the

book, since Dana is also transgender and was able to add to the perspective. 

Maddox added that she had meet Dana and thought him ‘awesome’.

It was really noticeable that the only other kid on the call, was one sandwiched

unhappily between two fat entitled-looking women. 

There was general agreement that the book needed to be got into schools.

The bookshop woman said that the video of the call would be on Facebook the

following day, just for 24 hours. 

 

I'M NOT A GIRL - Storytime with Maddox Lyons & Jessica Verdi
"Be yourself. Find your community. And look for your kind of people." - Maddox
Lyons Did you miss our virtual Storytime with Maddox Lyons & Jessica...

https://facebook.com/watch/?v=673521446710772
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